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ihe sun shone bricshtly,piercing the crisp early worning
air.John had heen on ke road =ince early last evening.se
was desperate to get to Liraru hefor nine that morning.
Aunt Jeesics had passed away aﬁd there wags to ba a reading
of the will at .the office of wmalcolm.C.»udgeworth.ne was
the familv lawyer and had been so for arouna tnirtv vears.
Aunt Jessics was a rather rich woman,ithe family knew of this
and were all anticipating rsreat wealth after te will had
been read, John hawever was not like the rest of them.ne
had been as close to his avnt as was possible civen the
fact that he lived some hundred miles or so from h-r.All
the gare ,he had found nis way there quite often.it least
once a month, e doubted seriouslv that anv of the others
wonld hsve been there anv more often than thev could help
it.You see.,aunrt Jeassica was a very stréﬂge woman.sore said
it was only eccenticity others said rhe was mad,.hat ever
thev thoueht oi her in life,they were only too happy to
tgke her money irom her up'n her death,

Jonn walked on,ihe sur wae kecoming wirmer now.,.ew hung
in sparzline droplets fro- trne tins of barlev grars at t"e
side of ive road..ach droplet —azzled the eve lixe the
slitter of a diamond.unleashed by the power of the cun,

e was hunsrv.veryv hunerv.ihe long walk had exacted its
toll or him.at that moment he heard the distsnt droning

of 3 vehicle.lhere had bernn none gn hy in the dead ol night
as he expected.inywav,this was not a main hisgnway" he
thought to himself,tr inkin~ that he srouvld have come
another wav,lhedrone of 3 rmotor cane closer.:e turned and
ahaded nis eves from the sun .1t elared so brightly that
he was una.le to see what it was that was anproaching.

.earer and neasrer it care,it was odd that the closer the

sound, t “e more intense the light srew,¥or the first time
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John was growing apprehensive,ihe sound of the motor had
become =o loud that it was al -ost deafening to the ear.
suddenlyy It stopped.lt was instarnt as if suddenly switched
off bv some invéasible driver.:e snuddered as the feeling
of irmense unease rar down his spine,ine gl=2re of the sun
was rcone [{or the moment as he stood in.the shadow of what
ever the venicle was which stood between the sun and *vim,
Lowering his hand now,hesaw the cause of the shadow..here
hefore »im st'od_a laree black bus.iie gapned as the doors
swung open and revealed no driver.,John stepped back.te
suddernly felt comp&lled to move toward the bus though

and sterped forward again stonping ‘ust short of the step,.
de looked alons its lensth.,ilhere were no rarkings along
its lersth a»d he h=d no memoryv of anv company Wno ran
black busses.Slowlv he walked to the door.as he lifted

his foot to t'e bottom step,hefelt strangely at ease,

;e 1ifted his other fnot to the step and as he did so;
suddenlv the door slammed shut..e turned quickly in frieht
sndleash 38 the motor switched into life.a voice spoke.
“3]1]1 passengers please take yvour seate", it daid.

The bus lurched forward as Jo-n stumbled along its centre
aisle.re found a seat very guicikly ard took it holding
onto the safety rail on tne end.,..e looked out of the window,
He saw the countrvside p-ssing by at high sp-ed.a bit
shaken snd quite confused,conn looked around the inside

of the bus.ihere was no driver ,in fact there was nothing
in *he bus.r7e seats werc eone,all but the one that John

wass sittine on at that time.
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He looked back at the window.,nothing.all had become suddenly
black and there was no visibilitv out of the windows of

the apee ing bus.

John had become veryv friehtened now and wanted nothing
more than to wake up from the nishtmamre in wnich he seemed
trapped.ie took out,and lit,a ciggarette .Shaking a 1ittle
he reached for the window and attempted to open it.with
a bit of » tue it care open.oe ind it was another one,lt
was like iejs vous ss he opened it again,av ¢ agsin an =zain
a8 t ough stuck in some time warp.it nad become clear to
him that there was no wav out of there and that he would
have to wait until the bus got to wherever i was tasking

him.lhen and only then would he discover his fate,

1t took hrurs for tne kbus tTo 17inally btekin to slow down
.1t ‘erked a few times and then care to a halt,at onme,the
doors opeded.donn could see 3 man standing at the stevs,
e stood up 2nd shouted to nim,"otav away'he yelled.
"he man appeared not t~ hear nim,ue shouted again as the
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man took the first etep onto the bus..ohn recosmised him

55 “ie¢ cousin wavne.lt had been a long tire since he had
1ast see .. nim but 1hat was nim alrirsht,cohn took 3 «tep
towards hi- tut was stopped with a hard t-ud..nere was some
invisirle s-iels beiween the two of them,vohn conld not

set out of th-re to warn his covsingwno obviously couldn't
hesy hir a~wway.:de banrsed on tie invisivle partition. tut
alas in vain for wavne tokk the second step onto the bus
..he doors slammed shut and the motor started.ilhe bus

lurched formagd on the road to the unknown once again,

wayne stumbled to a seat and grabbed on to the rail.



